VZCZCXR03736 
PP  RUEHAG  RUEHROV 
DE  RUEHLO  #2143/01  2320922 
ZNY  CCCCC  ZZH 
P 190922Z  AUG  08 
FM  AMEMBASSY  LONDON 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  PRIORITY  9531 

INFO  RUCNMEM/EU  MEMBER  STATES  COLLECTIVE  PRIORITY 

RUEHAD /AMEMBASSY  ABU  DHABI  PRIORITY  0335 

RUEHBJ /AMEMBASSY  BEIJING  PRIORITY  1059 

RUEHIL/AMEMBASSY  ISLAMABAD  PRIORITY  0853 

RUEHBUL/ AMEMBASSY  KABUL  PRIORITY  0698 

RUEHNE /AMEMBASSY  NEW  DELHI  PRIORITY  0802 

RUEHRH/AMEMBASSY  RIYADH  PRIORITY  0644 

RUEHKO /AMEMBASSY  TOKYO  PRIORITY  1163 

RUEHFR/ AMEMBASSY  PARIS  PRIORITY  3270 

RUEHDE / AMCONSUL  DUBAI  PRIORITY  0267 

RUEHUNV/USMISSION  UNVIE  VIENNA  PRIORITY  0339 

RHEHNSC/NSC  WASHDC  PRIORITY 

RUEHBS/USEU  BRUSSELS  PRIORITY 

RUEHNO/USMISSION  USNATO  PRIORITY  1231 

RUCNDT / U SMI SSI ON  USUN  NEW  YORK  PRIORITY  1243 

CONFIDENTIAL  SECTION  01  OF  02  LONDON  002143 

SIPDIS  NOFORN 

DEPT  FOR  SCA/PB  - TARA  FOLEY  E.O.  12958:  DECL:  08/19/2018  TAGS:  PREL  PGOV  PINR  PTER  PK  UK 

SUBJECT:  PAKISTAN:  UK  SEES  MUSHARRAF'S  DEPARTURE  AS  A 'GOOD  THING'  BUT  NOT  A SOLUTION  REF:  A.  STATE  88734  B.  ISLAMABAD  2750  LONDON  00002143  001 
Classified  By:  Political  Counselor  Richard  Mills,  reasons  1.4  (b/d) . 

1. (C/NF)  Summary.  HMG  sees  Pakistani  President  Musharraf's  departure  as  preferable  to  the  turmoil 

2. (C/NF)  The  UK  Government  sees  Pakistani  President  Pervez  Musharraf's  August  18  resignation  as  a 

3. (C/NF)  Following  FCO  Political  Director  Mark  Lyall  Grant's  week  of  August  11  visit  to  Pakistan, 

4. (C/NF)  The  means  by  which  Sharif  would  take  the  presidency  are  far  from  clear.  HMG  assesses  new 

HMG  Response  to  Musharraf ' s Resignation  

5. (C)  In  response  to  Musharraf's  resignation,  Laxton  said  both  Number  Ten  and  the  Foreign  Office  had  released  press  statements.  Prime  Minister 


a "blazing  guns"  attempt  by  Musharraf  to  staj 
"good  thing  but  not  a solution,"  according  tc 
Laxton  said  the  UK  assessed  the  differences  t 
elections  are  unlikely  and  that  legal  uncerts 


